Divination


Divination is the attempt to gain insight into a question or situation by way of a standardized process or ritual. Diviners ascertain their interpretations of how a querent should proceed by reading signs, events, or omens, or through alleged contact with a supernatural agency. Divination can be seen as a systematic method with which to organize what appear to be disjointed, random facets of existence such that they provide insight into a problem at hand. If a distinction is to be made between divination and fortune-telling, divination has a formal or ritual and often social character, usually in a religious context; while fortune-telling is a more everyday practice for personal purposes. Particular divination methods vary by culture and religion.

There are 4 main parts of Divination and they are omens (ancient omens and texts that explain the art), casting of something (runes, coins, bones, or stones), augury (dowsing, scrying), and natural occurrence (foresight, visions).  Here are some examples of each.
Omens

They are seen almost everyday, but many people don’t realize it.  It also depends on what kind of person you are, because some people do not believe things happen for a reason.  Omens if tracked and kept record of can point to certain things that are going to happen or someone or something may be trying to tell you something.  If you find yourself in a situation like this, keep a journal of the omens and sort them out.  Compare them and find the relation between them, by doing this you can find out what their trying to tell you.
For Casting, check out Runes document.
Scrying
A type of Augury
Scrying is the occult practice of using a medium, most commonly a reflective surface or translucent body, to aid perceived psychic abilities such as clairvoyance. The mediums often used to "see" are water, polished precious stones, crystal balls, or mirrors. 

Scrying, in this context, uses a "visual" process. There are some who believe the art of scrying is not limited to the use of "reflective" or "translucent" bodies only, but includes other mediums. 

Scrying has been used in many cultures as a means of seeing the past, present, or future; in this sense scrying constitutes a form of divination. 

Scrying comes from the Old English word descry meaning "to make out dimly" or "to reveal." Adding the prefix/suffix 'be' (often 'gye' in Germanic languages), gives us the modern word 'describe'. 

Art of Scrying 

Scrying is an auto-deepening trance process that progresses in stages using a crystal ball, or other medium. Initially, the medium serves as a focus for the attention, removing unwanted thoughts from the mind in the same way as a mantra. Once this stage is achieved, the scryer begins a free association with the perceived images suggested, for instance in a crystal ball, by the tiny inclusions, web-like faults and/or the cloudy glow within the ball under low light (i.e. candlelight). 

The technique of deliberately looking for and declaring these initial images aloud, however trivial or irrelevant they may seem to the conscious mind, is done with the intent of deepening the trance state, wherein the scryer hears their own disassociated voice affirming what is seen within the concentrated state in a kind of feedback loop. This process culminates in the achievement of a final and desired end stage in which rich visual images and dramatic stories seem to be projected within the medium itself, or directly within the mind's eye of the scryer, like an inner movie. This overall process reputedly allows the scryer to "see" relevant events or images within the chosen medium. 

Scrying can also be practiced with a crystal medium, pointed in a votive shape. Similar to the clairvoyant method of penduilistic scrying, or using the swinging of the pendulum to get answers to the question asked. This involves much patience, as you will have to go thru the entire alphabet verbally many times for the answer. Back to the subject of the votive crystal method, it is the process of using map and the crystal (on a string of some sort) to find some object. Swing the crystal over the map and "follow the pull" This was made popular in the drama TV series Charmed. 

History of Visual Scrying

Ancient Egypt - There is archeological evidence that people have habituated Egypt since the 10th millennium, though the official "unified" Egypt is considered to have begun around 3000 BC. By the late 4th century, the "Late Period," one of many goddesses worshipped in Eqypt was Hathor, the Egyptian Sky Goddess of joy and love. The Egyptian priest and priestesses believed that Hathor carried a shield that could reflect back all things in their true light. From this shield she allegedly fashioned the first magic mirror to "see." Throughout Egyptian history, many forms of scrying have been used. Mirror scrying, dream scrying, and oil scrying are among the few. 

Ancient Europe: Around 2,000 BC, Greece, as well as "early" Britain and its subsequent Celtic population, were practicing many forms of scrying. The mediums often used were beryl, crystal, black glass, polished quartz, water, and other transparent or light catching bodies. 

Historical Figures 

Michel de Notre-dame, or Nostradamus as he was commonly known, is believed to have employed a small bowl of water as a scrying aid. 

Other historical figures include alchemists John Dee's assistant Edward Kelley, who employed the more familiar form of a small crystal ball or shew stone. The crystal ball and wax tablets used by Dee and Kelley are on display at the British Museum in London. 

Scrying can be done with a number of different surfaces which include: 

- Water in a dark bowl - or small pool
- Mirrors
- Crystals - Crystal Ball Gazing
- Tea Leaves - Coffee grinds
- Embers in a fire at night
- A dimly lit room or candle lit room - looking into the eyes of another person who sits across from you. 
- Other methods are listed here. 

When scrying, one gazes steadily into the scrying surface (feel free to blink or allow your point of focus to wander a bit; this is not a method of self-inflicted torture). Eventually, you should be able to pick out shapes or images in the scrying surface; these may appear as crude sketches, or occasionally with the clarity of a photograph. You will actually see these images with your eyes. 

Once this happens, images may begin to form in your mind, no longer projected onto the scrying surface. When this happens, allow your attention to focus on these mental images. From this point forward, the scrying surface is irrelevant; do not be distracted by it. 

As the images become clearer, you will find that you know things about what you are seeing ? background information will come to the surface of your mind. Pay attention to what you know about the images you are seeing. 

Surfaces which provide a random, high contrast visual texture, such as black tea leaves 

Mirror Scrying
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This can be done with a steamed up mirror upon shapes or images will manifest. 

Stand in a dark room. Place a flashlight a few inches below your face and stare into the mirror for a few minutes. You will see yourself in past lives. The images will also change after another few minutes. Watch the shape of your face change. You may grow facial hair. If you look to the side you will see spirit. This can also be done in candlelight - just be careful. 

Water Scrying 
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Water represents the collective unconscious - the continuum - the flow of all things in the universe back to one source. When scrying in a bowl of water - the bowl must be black or painted black. 

You can add black India ink to the water to turn it black of you prefer. 

Place the bowl on a table in front of you. 

Feel relaxed - reduce noise level and bright lights. You may want to use soft music in the background. 

Close your eyes and breathe take two long slow breaths - breathing in through your nose - hold the breath for several seconds - then release it slowly through the mouth. Feel your mind and body relaxed and read to see with more than the normal sense. 

Now open your eyes and gaze down into the bowl at the dark water. 

You may ask a question in your head first, and wait for an answer. You may also just gaze into the bowl and watch for random images. They will appear - perhaps as shadows at first - but they will be there. You may see images that are larger - which means they will occur sooner. Smaller images in the background will take longer to manifest - if you are seeking personal information. 

If you are working alongside another person - you may both see different things - your reality does vary with each of us. 

You will be shown what you need to see - and hear what you need to hear (in your thoughts) that day. 

One other method of scrying in water is to place a dish of water in a darkened room, lit from the sides by two candles. The dish in this case should be a solid, neutral color. 

Crystal Scrying 
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If you are using a crystal select one that calls to you. Most people prefer a crystal ball or crystal skull. 

The crystal must be clear quartz - a larger crystal is best. 

The crystal will seem appealing to your eye. It does not have to be your 'personal crystal'. 

The crystal can be clear or have inclusions in it. Many have rainbows. Some develop cloudy areas when you scry with them. 

It is best to find a quiet place to scry, so that you can hear your thoughts without distractions and concentrate on the objects you see. 

Make yourself comfortable. 

Adjust your surroundings as you would for a meditation: lighting, noise level, temperature, clothing, glasses, shoes 

Place the object: 

On a black cloth In good light - daylight - on a stand with a light beneath it - use a flashlight - near candle light - not too close Between your hands / fingers Hold the object in one hand 

You can prepare a tape recorder to record any messages you get from your scrying session. 

You can scry alone or with another person to talk to. 

As you prepare to scry, be sure that your vantage point for viewing the object is at good eye level. Remember that you will turn the object many times to see different things within it. 

Crystal are life forms and have a lot to say and share, they are communication devices. They send and receive signals. You just have to learn to 'tune in' to their channel - listen with your thoughts and look a the images that appear on the screen behind your eyes. 

Older crystals will have more messages as they have experienced more frequencies in their time on the Earth plane and stored more information. Many crystals are record keepers, especially those from ancient civilizations, such as Atlantis. 

Crystal skulls, made from very old crystals, are example of ancient crystals. They seem to have an endless amount of messages to give. 
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Most crystals have flat areas through which one can look. These areas are called windows or doors. 
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Some people need time to adjust their frequency to that of the crystal so they can read into it. More experienced readers, such as myself, can pick up any crystal almost instinctively and feel the energies as if it is talking to me. 

They can heal you while you are working with them though you don't realize it as first. They simple balance the energies in your physical and other bodies. 

You can place your crystal over a light of some kind to get a better look at the inside. Crystal stores often have stands with light in them that you rest your crystal on. The light then penetrates through the crystal. I prefer holding crystals up to sunlight! It gives the best clarity. 

As crystals change, depending on their surroundings, they do develop different patterns within them from the energies they receive. 

When you are ready, have as much light as you can running through the crystal. 

Place one or both hands - on either side of it. 
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Look deeply into the crystal. 

Allow your eyes to focus on the images within the crystal. 

Examine all of the shapes until you find one that calls to you. 

Listen to your thoughts - as the crystal begins to connect its frequency with yours. 

Turn the crystal in various directions to see different images and get different messages. 

You will intuitively know what's best. 

Sometimes the images in the crystal may appear to move as you gaze at them. 

You may want to close the light - then close your eyes - if they works better for you. 

As with all psychic skills, this could take many attempts to master. If the crystal is not in your frequency you may not receive any messages from it. 

Try another crystal. 

Interpreting the Images Symbols
The interpretations are generally subjective. Two different people can look at the same image in a crystal and receive two different messages. 

The images can be about yourself or about another event that occurred near the crystal or object at any point in time. Crystals have messages of their own. If you are gazing at an inanimate object and see images, they may be reflections of your own soul (past lives, future events, parallel lives, messages from the spirits around you, images from your subconscious mind). 

Images are symbols. You can get interpretations for them from dream books, or other books with symbols.
Natural Occurrence 

They deal with Oracles or random visions.  This gift is usually seen in those born with it.  However rituals can be designed to bring about visions.  Use Invocation in a ritual to experience this, just be careful what you ask to see.  Other than that Shamanistic ways can help to find this as well with Soul Journeys.  Check the Shamanistic document for more on this.
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